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THEME:
Making a friend requires time and effort…and sometimes we find friends
where we least expect them!
PROGRAM SUMMARY:
When his dad suggests making an “enemy pie,” the boy in this book is excited, but confused about the requirement of spending an entire day with his
adversary. In the end, he learns how to turn a best enemy into a best friend.
A series of young friends share how they became friends and how they make
their friendships work. Then LeVar introduces us to two friends from very
different backgrounds who spend the day exploring their cultural differences.
They discover that they are more similar than they ever would have thought.
TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION:
Ask students what an “enemy” is and how an enemy might act.
Pose this question to students: “Can you tell what a person is like by looking
at her or him?” Encourage them to explain their answers.
Discuss with students whether they would be willing to talk and be nice to
someone who hasn’t been nice to them.
Ask students in what ways people who are different from them are also the
same as they are.
Invite students to share experiences of making new friends. These experiences might include starting school, going to a new school, moving to a new
neighborhood, making friends while on vacation or visiting relatives, etc. Discuss the kinds of talk or actions that all of these experiences have in common.
CURRICULUM EXTENSION ACTIVITIES:
Brainstorm a list of “friendly” words, phrases, and actions, concentrating on
words that demonstrate community, illustrate peacemaking, offer compliments, unite the group rather than divide it. Have students put these words
on large word balloons and post them around the classroom as a reminder to
use “friendly talk.”
Make a class friendship chain. Cut pieces of 9 x 12-inch construction paper
into four vertical strips (each 2 ¼ x 12 inches) to use as links in the chain.
Invite students to watch for instances in which classmates are being a friend

and then write what they saw on a link. Glue or staple the links together in a
chain and hang it so that it can begin to encircle the classroom. Make this a
year-long activity, adding links, so that the chain “circles the class in friendship.”
Have students make “Wanted—Best Friend” posters. Discuss desirable qualities of a best friend and the types of pictures they might draw to illustrate the
posters (e.g., friends enjoying activities). Display the posters in the classroom.
Have students brainstorm a list of “rules” for “How to Be a Friend” and post
the list in the classroom. Periodically discuss the list and add new rules as
needed.
Have students write recipes for “Friendship Stew” or “Friendship Cake” or a
similar dish. Gather some children’s cookbooks for them to look at. Discuss
measurement quantities, including specific terms (e.g., “cup” and “tablespoon”) and non-specific terms (e.g., “dash” or “sprinkle”). Look at the directions for cooking vocabulary, such as “mix,” “blend,” “simmer,” “bake,” etc. Call
their attention to all of the friendship words and actions that are appear on
charts, in books, and in activities that students have done in the classroom,
and direct them to use these words as their “ingredients.” Make a book, “Recipes for Friendship,” and place it in the school library.
Brainstorm a list of “favorites” about which students can interview each other.
These might include such items as favorite color, book, game, TV show, food,
song, school activity, animal, etc. Limit the list to five or six items so that the
data students collect doesn’t become too cumbersome. Assign each student
an interview partner and have the pairs collect the “favorites” information
from each other. Then have students create classroom graphs that represents favorite things based on the results of the interviews. Several graphs
will be needed, depending on the interview items, such as “Favorite Color” or
“Favorite Animal.” Make the graphs as pictographs, using photocopies of the
students’ school pictures. Instead of placing their own pictures on the graphs,
however, they will place the picture of their interview partner. Display the
graphs in the classroom so that students may see what they have in common with their classmates. Use the graphs as an opportunity to discuss how
someone’s “likes” may be someone else’s “dislikes” and that we don’t always
need to like the same things to be friends.
Have students, working with their partners from the above activity, draw
pictures of their partners. (Use the full vertical length of 12 x 18-inch drawing paper.) Also, have them locate a friendly word or phrase from the list of
“friendly” words they generated and write it in a word bubble. Put a long piece
of mural paper on the wall and have students create different backgrounds
(classroom, playground, lunchroom, swimming pool, soccer field, etc.) in a
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frieze format (a series of pictures with a border between them). Have them
cut out their partner’s picture and the word bubble and place them on one of
the backgrounds.
Collect items for a class friendship scrapbook. Show students some examples of scrapbooks so that they can see the types of items people put in
scrapbooks, such as pictures, drawings, clippings, artifacts, and other items.
Designate a small basket or box for students to put in ideas for the scrapbook
or actual items. Each month, delegate a committee comprised of different children to go through the items and make a page for the scrapbook. For each
item, they should write a short description telling about the item or why it was
chosen for the scrapbook. Keep the materials used for the scrapbook simple.
Use cardboard for covers, which can be covered with scraps of contact paper
or wallpaper, or the students can decorate it with drawings or pictures cut
from magazines. Use recycled paper or grocery sacks cut to fit for the pages.
RELATED THEMES:
character education
global communities
emotions
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Program #93 Mrs. Katz and Tush
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